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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 20 July 2004 (20.07.04); 
original claims 1-4 have been amended; claims 5-16 have been added] 

Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

assembling a tubular finer assembly by a process comprising; 

coupling a threaded portion of a first tubular member to the threaded portion 

of a second tubular member, and 
coupling a tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and second 
tubular members; 
positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly within the 
borehole; 

wherein coupling the tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and second 
tubular members comprises: 

applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

2. A method of forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising a process 
comprising: 

forming a female coupling portion on a first tubular member, 
forming a male coupling portion on a second tubular member; 
forming at least one raised ridge ring between the male and female 
coupling portions; 

coupling the female coupling portion of the first tubular member and the 
male portion of the second tubular member including pressing the 
coupling portions together in surface-to-surface contact; 

applying a tubular sleeve to exterior surfaces of the pressed together coupling 
portions of the first and second tubular members using a magnetic 
Impulse generator, and 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the tubular 
members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the male and female coupling portions together 
further comprises forming at least one ridge ring interposed between the coupling portions tc 
increase the surface-to-surface stress, thereby facilitating sealing between the first and 
second tubular members. 
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4. The method of claim 2 wherein coupling the male and female coupling portions together 
further comprises fanning a layer of material softer than the metallic tubular members 
interposed between the coupling portions to increase the surface-to-surface stress, thereby 
facilitating sealing between the first and second tubular members. 

5. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

assembling a tubular liner assembly by a process comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a second tubular 
member; and 

coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly within the 

borehole; 

wherein coupling the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 
members comprises: 

applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

6. A method of forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising a 
process comprising the steps of; 

coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

applying a tubular steeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members using 

magnetic energy, and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the first and 

second tubular members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the ends of the first and second tubular 
members comprises increasing the surface-to-surface stress between the first and second 
tubular members. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the ends of the first and second tubular 
members comprises forming a layer of material softer than the ends of the first and second 
tubular members interposed between the ends of the first and second tubular members. 

9. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for assembling a tubular liner assembly comprising: 
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means for coupling a threaded portion of a first tubular member to the 

threaded portion of a second tubular member; and 
means for coupling a tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the fust and 
second tubular members; 
means for positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly 
within the borehole; 

wherein means for coupling the tubular sleeve to the threaded portions of the first and 
second tubular members comprises: 

means for applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

1 0. A system for forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising: 

means for forming a female coupling portion on a first tubular member, 
means for forming a male coupling portion on a second tubular member, 
means for forming at least one raised ridge ring between the male and female 
coupling portions; 

means for coupling the female coupling portion of the first tubular member and the 
male portion of the second tubular member including pressing the 
coupling portions together in surface-to-surface contact; 

means for applying a tubular sleeve to exterior surfaces of the pressed together 
coupling portions of the first and second tubular members using magnetic 
energy; and 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the 
tubular members with the tubular sleeve applied. 

1 1 . The system claim 10, wherein means for coupling the male and female coupling portions 
together further comprises means for forming at least one ridge ring interposed beiween the 
coupling portions to increase the surface-to-surface stress. 

12. The system of claim 10, wherein means for coupling the male and female coupling 
portions together further comprises means for forming a layer of material softer than the 
metallic tubular members Interposed between the coupling portions to increase the surface- 
to-surface stress, thereby facilitating sealing between the first and second tubular members. 

13. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising; 

means for assembling a tubular liner assembly by a process comprising: 
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means for coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a second 

tubular member; and 
means for coupling a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 

members; 

means for positioning the tubular liner assembly within the borehole; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the tubular liner assembly 
within the borehole; 

wherein means for coupling the tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second 
tubular members comprises: 

applying impulsive magnetic energy to the tubular sleeve. 

14. A system for forming a coupling between metallic tubular members comprising: 
means for coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

means for applying a tubular sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular 

members using magnetic energy; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the coupling between the first 

and second tubular members with the tubular sleeve applied, 

1 5. The system of claim 14, wherein means for coupling the ends of the first and second 
tubular members comprises means for increasing the surface-to-surface stress between the 
first and second tubular members. 

16. The system of claim 14 f wherein means for coupling the ends of the first and second 
tubular members comprises means for forming a layer of material softer than the ends of the 
first and second tubufar members interposed between the ends of the first and second 
tubular members. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
0FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
(^BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

O LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



